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Résumé
Department of Concervation Science: Conservative Treatment of the wooden
Capital of the Exchange Bank Mitsui-gumi.

We recently had an opportunity of giving conservative treatment on surviving
members of an early Western-style building in Japan.

The building was a rarity at the time and was one of the New Celebrated Places
in Tokyo. Its construction work was carried out by Mr. Kisuke Shimizu, the second
president of the Shimizu-gumi (the present Shimizu Engineering Company, Ltd.), and
was finished in 1874, The building was thereafter taken to pieces and reconstructed
at another place, taken to pieces again, and underwent various other vicissitudes.
The capital and the abacus treated by us are its only surviving parts, which are
now preserved at the Shimizu Enginerring Company as its “ treasures.”

These members were discovered, quite accidentally, about forty years ago by
people of the Company, and have been preserved carefully as the sole evidences of
the original appearance of the building which once was illustrated in ukiyo-e prints.
Formerly, however, they were left on the ground exposed to weathers, at one time
having been used as the base of a tree pot, so that they were in a sadly dilapidated
state,

The conservative method we adopted was impregnation of synthetic resin under
reduced vacuum pressure. Before treatment, we went through the preliminary pro-



38 AR = {i{iFi2: No. 4

cesses of sterilizing, cleaning, photographing, taking measurements, identifying the
quality of the wood material (which proved to be keyaki or zelkova), and X-ray
examination. They were then taken to pieces and treated with low-pressure inpregna-
tion for reinforcing fragile parts of the wood. The synthetic resin used was a toluene
solution, at concentration about 152, of copolymer of methylmethacrylate and me-
thylacrylate. After treatment, they were provided with a suspension device for
protection of fragile parts. We believe the result is mainly satisfactory, their ap-

pearance being all but the same as it was before.



