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Résumé

Chemical Research Section and Researeh Section for Repairing Technques: Con-
servative Treatment of Colors on Sliding-door Paintings at Zuigan-ji.

The sliding-door paintings at the Zuigan-ji Temle (early 17th century) are painted
in rich bright colors on gold-leafed paper. As the pigments of the paintings had
badly scaled off, we gave them treatment to prevent further exfoliation. There can
be various probable reasons for the exfoliation, one of which was as follows. We
noticed transparent filmy substance adhering to the surface of pigments. Investiga-
tion by infra-red absorption spectroscopy proved that it was a thin coat of polyviny-
lalcohol and kanten (Agar-Agar). It was judged that this coat accelerated the peeling
off of the pigments. The coat of polyvinylalcohol and kanien had been applied at a
past repair work.

The first step of out treatment was an elaborate and careful process of removing
the coat from the entire painted surface. The peeling parts were subsequently
secured by means of a specially prepared mixture of acrylic resin emulsion and water
solution of ﬁolyvinylalcohol. We were careful not to leave any resin on the painted
surface. Specially selected mino-gami (soft thin Japanese paper) was pasted with
water to the treated surface, in order that the parts bound by the above-mentioned
mixture may be pressed'down by the tension of drying paper, and also that those
parts may dry slowly. We ascertained that this paper could later be removed easily
and did not do any harm.



