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On the Color of Stone Buddha Images in Oita Prefecture, Japan

Nobuaki KUCHITSU and Hironobu YAMADA*

In Oita Prefecture, there are many stone Buddha images. The color of these images
was surveyed mainly by measuring visible reflectance spectra without sampling. As a
result, red, yellow, orange, green, white, and black pigments were observed, but no blue
pigment was detected. [t was found that the spectra of red pigments are very similar to
hematite, those of yellow pigments to yellow ocher, and those of green pigments to terre
verte. This assemblage is different from that of mural paintings of Fukiji Temple, where
vermilion and verdigri are observed, but similar to that of mural paintings of decorated old
tombs such as Garandoya No. 1. The orange pigment is presumed to be a mixture of red and

yellow pigments.

% Oita Prefectural Museum of History



