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A Report of the Examination on KURODA Seiki’s “Lakeside”

Satoko INOKUCHI, Junko KATO*, Shinsuke UTADA*
and Sadatoshi MIURA

[t is significant to collect fundamental data concerning the painting material and
technique in order to investigate how Western-style painting was introduced and developed
in Japan. Also the data is essential when planning the way of the preservation of paintings.

This paper aims at obtaining the data of KURODA Seiki’s “Lakeside” (1897).
KURODA Seiki (1866-1924) returned from France in 1893 and introduced a new idea of
Western-style painting pleinairism (often called eclectic Impressionism). Then, he became a
professor of the Western-style painting Department of Tokyo Art School (Tokyo Bijutu
Gakko). He was regarded as the most influential person in the development of Western-style
painting.

The examination was carried out by the following methods: observation by visible
light; close-up photographs; UV luminescence photography; infrared photography; infrared
reflectgraphy; X-ray photography.

The result provides information about the composing the picture and his techniques.
According to the observation on x-radiograph, the canvas is probably with fine-textured lead
white. Then the closely similar condition of the ground is observed between Lakeside and
the works by FUJISHIMA Takeji, who works with KURODA. The infrared photograph
shows a detailed underdrawing; the figure is clearly outlined and carefully shaded. Also,
some minor modification are found. KURODA used two different white pigment, probably
zinc white and lead white. The cracks just below the horizon appear to be caused by the use
of zinc white. Also, the x-radiograph does not clearly indicate the white striped pattern in
witkata: lead white would be used in the light area at the early stage of painting and then zinc
did at the final stage. He appears to have avoided using black pigments. The signature in
blackish colour in the picture is hardly visible in an infrared refrectgraph. He produced
dark shades by using red or blue with some purple tint. This purple tone caused the works
by him and the followers to be called “Purple School”. '
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