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A Study on the Traditional Heating Technique of Urushi Coating:
A Chornogical View on the Traditional Heating Technique of Usurshi
for Coating Metal

Toshikatsu NAKASATO

Yakitsuke-urushi technique (the technique used to harden wurushi on metal surface at
high temperature) was employed in Japan from the 5th and 6th centuries on armor, of which
92 or 3 remain. According to old documents, there is a record of yakitsuke-urushi dating to the
10th century which tells us that the technique was used mainly to prevent corrosion of iron
and to decorate metal surfaces. This technique has been transmitted to the present, but its
use now is limited mainly to applied art objects and metal ornaments on traditional buildings.

The technique of yakitsuke-urushi was greatly improved in the 20th century and several
patents were granted by 1960. Moreover, 2 or 3 scientific research papers have been written.
However, in the world of traditional arts yakitsuke-wrushi technique is still employed by
wrushi artists on a personal level and the scientific characteristics of yakitsuke-urishi are not
yvet wellknown.



