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Climate of the Great Buddha Image of Kotokuin Temple in Kamakura

Sadatoshi MIURA, Shigeo AOKI, Wataru KAWANOBE,
Osamu NAKAMURA* and Koichi MIYASHITA*

Climate has been measured at Kotokuin Temple and at three other places in
Kamakura City from 1992. There were similar monthly changes of temperature, relative
humidity, wind speed and rainfall. North and south winds are prominent at Kotokuin
Temple: north wind from an industrial area is more frequent on a rainy day and south wind
from the seaside on a windy day. The result corresponds to that of a former analysis of rust
on the Great Buddha: sulfate was found on the back and chloride on the front. An experi-
ment using a model of the Great Buddha was conducted in a wind tunnel. The result showed
that north wind tended to stay at the lower part of the Great Buddha and that south wind
gave stronger pressure to the front because the valley of the temple is open to the south.

% Wind Technology Laboratory



