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Present Situation of Fumigation at Museums in Japan
—Discussion on the result of inquiries to conservators—

Rika KIGAWA, Chie SANQO, Takeo KADOKURA
and Sadatoshi MIURA

Biodeterioration by insects and mold causes severe damages to cultural property
in Japan. Methyl bromide is now popularly used for fumigation against insects. Since
the gas, however, will be banned because of an environmental reason, other fumigation
methods using inert gas, for example, are being considered all around the world. Ef-
fectivenss and probable influences -to materials should be well studied before introduc-
ing these new methods to cultural property. Most of new methods require more days
for treatment, which may cause a problem to an exhibition. Inquiries were conducted
in 1993 and 1994 to trainees of the training course for museum conservators held by
TNRICP in order to know possibilities of introducing new methods. The result shows
that more than half of the museums were able to take longer time (one or two

weeks) required for new fumigation methods.



