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Conservation of Wooden Panels Used as Ornamental Members of Roof Decoration.

Toshikatsu NAKASATO

Four wooden panels with reliefed birds made of Japanese chestnut (Castanea crenata) were

restored. They are stored inside building and attributed to parts of the dew basin on the roof

top of Kowjikido, golden pavilion, in Iwate prefecture. The panels have cracks, missings,

insect damages, and black stein caused by Takuhon, rubbing impression technique. The

panels are painted with black color supposed to be of later application.

Treatments are as follows :

1. 5% of Paraloid B72 in toluen was used for fixing black color layer, and 5% and 10% of
the same solution were used for consolidation of spoiled parts.

2 . Japanese oak (Quercus crispula) was filled into the missings and fixed with thixotropic
emulsion of acrylic resin by points adhering technique.

3 . Barusa wood (Ochroma lagopus) were filled in small missings.

4 . The surface of the filled wood was colored with pine soot to fit the originals.

The author attributed that these panels were made in order to decorate a roof of an uncertain

building by an artist living in the vicinity of this temple in recent period.



