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Restoration of a Makie Tebako Excavated from

the Tomb of Date Masamune

Toshikatsu Nakasato

The size of the box is 225 mm (length) X63mm (width) X47 mm Cheight). On the
surface of the lid, which was made to cover even the sides of the box, is found
ume-makie.

When excavated from the tomb, the wooden part of the lid had already
deteriorated and was missing and only the g#7ushi layer remained on the top of
the box itself.

The body of the box itself had deteriorated slightly but the box retained its
original shape to a great extent. However, the wurushi layer had all separated
from the body. In order to preserve this layer of urushi, a weoden box of same
size was made and the pieces of wurushi layer were adhered to it. Thixotropic
acrylic emulsion was used as abhesive for the lid, but since it was not considered
appropriate, mugi-urushi was used to adhere the urushi layer to the body of the
box itself. The reason for this change was that when we restored the lid by
applying urushi shitaji to the missing parts of the original layer of wurushi, the

acrylic resin swelled, making the restoration of the missing parts difficult.



