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Technical Data of Lacquer Work in the Heian Period (X)

— Lacquer objects among the “Old Sacred Treasures” of Itsukushima Jinja—-

Toshikatsu NAKASATO

The Shinto shrine Itsukushima Jinja throve in the 12th century the patronage of
the prosperous Heike (Taira family) of court nobles. It was honored with Imperial
visits frequently, and votive objects were dedicated to the shrine on each occasion. The
group of these votive objects are now registered by the Japanese Government as Na-
tional Treasures under the name “Old Sacred Treasures of Itsukushima Jinja.” They
include some works of lacquer art each accompanied by a box bearing the date of Juei
2nd year (1183). They are valuable dated examples of lacquerware from the last part
of the Heian period.

Our researches this time were conducted on (1) sword mounting of kazari-tachi
(ceremonial sword) type with scabbard of kiji-nuri (lacquering showing wood grains)
decorated in mother-of--pearl inlay, (2) sword mounting of kazari-tachi type with
design of paired phoenixes in mother-of-pearl inlay, (3) sword mounting of kazari-tachi
type with design of #hdsoge flowers in mother-of-pearl inlay, and (4) two small
kara-bitsu (chests with legs) with design of matsukui-zuru (cranes with pine sprigs in
the bills) in maki-e (gold-lacquer).

As a major result of the researches, it became known that the maki-e fun (metal
particles used for maki-e decoration) used on (2) and (3) were gold filings of two
kinds, rougher and finer, which were judged to be hirame-fun (flat filings). Hirame-
Fun had been found mainly on pieces from the 13 th century and afterwards, but our

researches proved that its use dates back to the 12th century.

translated by Shigetaka Kaneko
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