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Résumé

Yoshimichi EMOTO: On “Iwashio” in an acidic tuff at Oya Temple.

There are several carved Buddhas on the wall composed of a zeolitebearing
acidic tuff in the caves of Oya Temple in Tochigi Prefecture. During the dry
winter season, white flocculent or powdery material develope on the weathered

surface and is called “Iwashio” which means salt of rock in Japanese.
From the chemical and x-ray powder studies, it has been found that the main

mineralogical constituent is nitronatrite, NaNO;, which is the first occurrence in

Japan.
Chemical section
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