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Restoration of the Unearthed Lacquer Box for Tobacco Pipes

Toshikatsu NAKASATO

The lacquer box was unearthed together with the skelton and some other objects
from the tomb’ of DATE Masamune dyed in 1636, in Sendai city, Miyagi prefecture, in
1974. In a very damp atmosphere, had been buried the box for about 350 years.  So,
the inner wooden part of the box extremely rotted. However, the lacquer layer slitly
deteriorated though it cracked and partly split. And, the shape of the box was retained
by the lacquer layer without the wooden base. To conserve the lacquer layer itself and
the shape of the box, the layer was put on the newly prepared wooden box of the same
shape of the original box. First, the pieces of the lacquer layer were dehydrated by the
alcohol xylene treatment for five months. Then, they were glued on the new wooden
box with tixotropic acrylic resin emulsion. Thus, the decayed unearthed lacquer box

was reborn as the sound one capable of being displayed.



