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Repair or the Tombstone of Minamoto Yoshikata

Shigeo AOKI

This stone monument is thought to be the tombstone of Minamoto Yoshikata, a
member of the influential Minamoto family of warriors in the twelfth century. The
stone material has become fragile and has been badly weathered, showing cracks and
breakages. It was repaired in the following methods.

(1) The friable stone material was wrapped with flannel and polyethylene sheet, and
reinforced by infiltration of modified ethyl-silicate binder.

(2) Fine cracks were filled in and glued with modified ethyl-silicate binder, and
large ones with methyl methacrylate.

(3) Broken pieces of stone were provided with round tenons of stainless steel and
glued together with epoxy resin. |

{4) The missing parts were supplemented with a paste-form mixture of epoxy
resin emulsion, powder of similar stone (obtained by pulverizing nearby rocks) and

glass-microbaloon, and were modified after hardening.



