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Preservative Treatment on the Shoheki-ga at the Daiju-ji

Seiji HIGUCHI and Toshikatsu NAKASATO

The shoheki-ga (paintings pasted to walls and sliding doors) at the Daiju-ji Temple
(by Reizei Tamechika, 1823-64, the Important Cultural Properties), are painted in rich
bright colors on paper base on walls and sliding doors in six rooms. The objects repaired
this time were twenty-three panels in the Jodan (main) Room.

The pigments have exfoliated in layers here and there, or show chalking in part,
but missing parts are few. The paintings had been repaired in 1957 with polyvinyl
alcohol but have generated exfoliations requiring another repair.

The reason for this second peeling was judged to have been the polyvinyl alcohol
used as the adhesive at the first repair which, because of its high viscosity and surface
tension, could not infilirate sufficiently into the peeled parts. Water soluble acrylic resin
contaimg 20% of alcohol was used for the purpose of lowering the surface tension. This
resin which has hydrophilic group in its molecules is soubli in water, but its film after
dry is insoluble in water and is soluble only in organic solvent. A soft film is formed
even after good adhesion. Solution of different consentrations, one 3.4% and the other
6. 8%, was used according to occasions. Acrylic resin emulsion was used where specially
strong adhesion was needed. ,

Concentrated solution, however, tends to take on gloss, in order to eliminate which

the relevant areas were cleaned with a solvent as far as possible.



