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.Technical Data of Lacquer Work in the Heian Period (VII)

Toshikatsu NAKASATO

This article concerns the Kesa box owned by the Kyéogokoku-ji Temple relating
to its lacquer techniques. The box, used to hold a kesa (priest’s cassock) brought back
in 806 from T’ ang-dynasty China by the priest Kiukai, is decorated in ftogidashi
(burnished) maki-e lacquer with a design of waves, sea beasts, tortoises and fishes. The
metal filings used in the decoration are relatively rough. Silver filings are used for the
waves and gold ones for the sea beasts and other motifs.

The base appears to be hinoki (Japanese cypress) wood. Joints of boards are covered
with hemp cloth. The box is varnished with a thin ground conting of lacquer and
finished off in simple methods. Synthesis of the lacquer art techniques employed for it
suggests that the box was made by about 940 A. D. at the latest.
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