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Studies on Analysis of Japanese Lacquer

(Part 1.) Utilization of the Difference in Specific Gravity for Analysis

of Japanese Lacquer

Toshiko KENJO

Since Japanese lacquer has some charactristic absorption spectra in the region of Infra
red ray, it can be identified by them when it doesn’t contain any foreign substance.
However, films of Japanese lacquer excavated or unearthened from ancient tombs

or remains usually are intimately admixed with inorganic substances such as “Jinoko”
and soils. Accordingly, in order to identify these films as Japanese lacquer, we must
separate the lacquer films from those inorganic substances.
Fortunately, such inorganic substances have specific gravities above 2.0 whereas
hardened films of Japanese lacquer have a specific gravity ranging between 1.2 and 1. 3.
In this paper, the author shows that CCl. having a specific gravity of 1.63195
can be successfuly used to separate film of Japanese lacquer from inorganic substance

and that the separation technique can be applid to analyse an unearthened ancient article

which looks like a Japanese lacquer film.



