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Restoration of Color Painting on Lacquer Priming in the Sanctuary

of Kitano Tenman-gii Shrine

Toshikatsu NAKASATO and Seiji HIGUCHI

The painting showing a pair of karashishi (mystic lions) was painted in 1700 by
Einé Kand and repainted in 1850 by Eigaku Kand. After the passage of one hundred
and several tens of years, the lacquer priming has come off and detached from the
wooden base. At badly deteriorated areas the priming has flaked off and the pigments
also have detached from the priming and exfoliated. The painting as an entirety, thus,
was in a dangerous state.

Our repair work was divided into two parts: treatment of the painted layer, and
treatment of the priming layer. The painted layer was secured by injection of 10%
solution of water soluble acrylic resin (Binder 17) to which alcohol was added. The
detached areas of the lacquer priming were secured by injection of thixotropic acrylic
resin emulsion. The strongly distorted spots were pressed down by using pushpines
untill the adhesive hardened.



