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" Tomokichi IWASAKI and Toshikatsu NAKASATO: A List of Preservative Treat-
ments with Synthetic Resins for the Cultural property in Relation to the Documenta-
tion Card System

The cultural property which was for the first ttme treated for restoration - with
a synthetic resin is a set of wooden panel paintings in the three storied pagoda of
Reizan-ji temple, Nara. The treatment was done using a solution of acrylic resin in
the 18 th year of showa (1944). After the end of World war 1I, acrylic and urea
resins were applied to reéinforce the wall paintings of Horyili-ji temple which had been
partially burnt down in 1950. Since then, preservative treatment using synthetic
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resins along with the traditional treatment has been widely applied. In our laboratory,
about 20 synthetic resins have been developed for.use in such an advanced, scientific
method for preservative treatment. They were now of wide application for treat-
ments for preserving excavated archeological objects, paintings in buildings and for
preserving rotten timbers.

The list herein show many, widely collected examples of preservative treatments

done using these resins, including those done in our laboratory.

However, the list does not contain all of the steps in the treatments. The follo-

wing is the general principle in the listing.

1. The purpose of the listing

 The purpose is to show the historical facts in order to clarify how synthetic
resins came to be introduced for preservative treatment of the cultural property and
to clearly indicate the nature and history of the treatments which were carried out
in the past, so that the list can be referred to by those in related fields.

2. The policy of listing and the scope of the data:

(1} The objects to be treated are as follows: screen, wall and panel paintings,
buildings and other cultural property such. as handicrafts, archeological materials,
etc.

(2} Partial treatments and overall treatments are classified, the latter being printed
in Gothic form. ,

{3) The main treatments which were carried out in our laboratory are almost
completely listed. '

{4) Information listed also includes that obtained by questioning the people con-
cerned with the treatment, such as actual restorers and the people responsible
for carrying out the treatments.

(5) The following publications are quoted as references:

a) Reports on the restoration of buildings

b)) Reports on investigations carried out by our institute

¢) The Science for Conservation issued by Tokyo National Research Institute
of Cultural Properties |

d) The Scieniific Papers on Japanese Antigues and Avt Crafis issued by
the Association of Scientific Research of Antigues

e) The Report of the symposium Sponsored by Porima-no-tomo(The Porima-
no-tomo, No.9, the 1969 th year of Shéwa)

However, this list may have left out much data. Since general literature such

as special booklets and unpublished materials are difficult for us to locate, we would

like to revise and enlarge the references in the future.



