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Résumé

Toshikatsu NAKASATO : Restoration of Lacquered Member-s of Golden Hall, Chiisonji
(I '

Nageshi (trabeation) timbers were treated by applying diluted raw lacquer on
their entire surface to strengthen the priming layers and futher fastening them with
strings until the lacquer completely dried in order that the layer would closely
adhere to the substrate. Missing parts of hemp cloth layers were repaired by sticking
sheets of hemp cloth bias across them with mugi-urushi (a mixture of starch and
lacquer). At the places where inlaid pieces of mother-of-pearl were Missing, sup-
plementary pieces of mother-of-pearl were placed with paste consisting of mugi-
urushi admixed with a large quantity of pulverized wood. Two coats of uy ushi-ji—
no-ko (fine sand blended with larquer) were applied to the surface in order to cover
the new pieces of mother—of-pearl, the lawer coat consisting of rough wrusii-ji-no-
ko and the upper coat a little finer wurushi—ji-no-ko. After the coats had completely
dried, the surface was burnished with whetstone and water to expose the mother-
of-pearl and the entire surface was smoothened. Subsequently two coats of lacquer
were applied to to the surface. This ikakeji method was reported by the author in
Part (I ) .of this paper. v

Each makibashira type column in the hall has twelve Buddhist images each
surrounded by a round halo which are represented on its surface by means of makie.
The images are arranged equally distributed in three levels, each of which is located
in a section of the column divided by metal bands with the decoration by mother—
of-pearl. The bottom part of the column is decorated with circular patterns of
mo'ther—of—pearl which are surrounded by large circular designs of maki e¢. These
are the most important parts of the lacquer work in the Golden Hall. Parts of maki-e
had been missing and large parts ef the circular patterns of mother-of-pearl had also
been lost. Treatment was carried out by strengthening first the priming layer and
then sticking sheets of hemp cloth bias across the missing parts of hemp cloth layers.
The large ones among the supplemented mother-of-pearl pieces were given a slightly
convex shape so as to fit on the round column. The missing- parts of the maki-e of
the Buddhist images were filled with plain lacquer and burnished by the ikakeji
method. The maki-e of the circular band was restored to its original design by ap-
plying e-wurush: (lacquer mixed with red ochre) and burnishing it.

Two back makibashira column had rotted so heavily that to replace them two
new makibashira columns were made with the same technique as the original. The
eight wooden panels were put around the core.of the column with iron nails and the
‘heads of the nails were covered with wooden pieces to prevent them from rusting.
Rough wurushi-ji-no-ko coats were applied twice to the entire surface to smoothen it
and then sheets of hemp cloth 30 c¢cm wide were put on herically.

Then, the surface of the column was divided to locate individual parts and then

all the bands of mother-of-pearl were placed. U rushi—ji-no-ko was then applied twice
to the entire surface to flatten it and burnished with whetstone and water. Two coats
of lacquer werethen applied to the surface and carefully burnished with whetstone and
water prior to maki-e lacquering. '

The forms of the Buddhist images were copied frem the original columns with
lines of lacyuer. Maki-¢ was applied leaving the lacquer outlines looking the same
as the original. The paintings of the images were finished by burnishing in ikakeji
technique,



