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Résumé

Seiji HIGUCHI and Toshikatsu NAKASATO: Conservative Treatment of Central
‘Ornaments in the Former Niigata Prefectural Assembly Hall

This western style assembly hall was built in the 16 th year of Meiji period(1883)
and is now registered as Important Cultural Property. Three of the central orna-
ments made of stucco remained in the hall. When the hall was repaired these orna-
ments were removed. Since they were damaged and stained too héavily to be used
as they were, they were cleaned and conservation treatment was begun. They were
transfered to the authors’ institute in August 1972 and the treatment was finished in
March 1973. '

The following treatments were carried out.

(1) Cleaning '

The surface of the carving of “Monkey on a Chestnut Tree” ‘was very black
because it was covered with soot. In order to remove the soot, the surface was bru-
shed with the mixture of alumina powder and aqueons solution of CMC containing
nonionic Surface active agent as a detergent which does not weaken the surface of
stucco. Thus the stains on the surface could be removed. However, since water
soluble wastes have been absorbed into the stucco, they were removed by wiping with
pieces of cotton soaked with water. As the result, the surface regained the original
color of stucco itself to some extent.

{2) Conservative treatment with adhesives .

Since the priming layers of stucco on the back of fhe ornaments were brittle, they
were scraped off and instead reinforcing coatings of FRP of epoxy resin were applied
{2mm in thickness). Since the rims of the ornaments had been taken off when the
ornaments were removed, .'they were reassembled to ther original positions and attached
by applying FRP of epoxy resin. The rims were composed of wooden cores coated
with stucco but a part of the stucco has been lost. The stucco layers on.the maiﬁ
parts of the ornaments also had some holes and cracks. These were filled with Primal
AC 34 mixed with microballoon of lime glass and their surface was then finished with

a trowel,
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