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Akira MOGI : Preservative Treatment of the “FuNA-EMA” (Votive Tablets (;f Boats),
Important Folkloristic Materials, at Arakawa Shrine and Hakusanhime Shrine

Many Shrines near the ports at which Kitamae-sen boats used to tbuch, which
were active in the Sea of Japan just before modern times, keep votive tablels of
boats which were offered by ship owners and sailors. Among these votive tablets,
those kept at Arakawa shrine and Hakusanhime shrine both in Nigata prefecture
are typical in that each keeps a lot of such votive tablets We can learn the
structure and design of Kitamae-sen boats from them. ’

We engaged to carry out a preservative treatmeént for the paintings of 85
votive . tablets at Arakawa shrine and of 52 votive tablets at Hakusanhime- shrine
during the period from 1971 to 1972.

Of these votive tablets, those which the date of offering. can be determined by
the signatures on them were offered dur ing the period from the 8th year of Tempd
(1837) to the 11th year of Meiji (1878) at Arakawa shrine and during the period
from the 3rd year of An-ei (1774) to the 22nd year of Meiji(1889) at Hakusanhime
shrine. These votive tablets are similar in structure and color. Many of them were
made in Osaka. They were mostly made of wooden Board. The surface was partly
or entirely covered by paper. The paper was painted’ after being attached. Much: of
the paint and. paper are turning up or exfoliating. Also, almost all the votive tablets
at Arakawa shrine are darkened with soot due presumably to some of the shrine
customs,

We have carried out treatment for preventing exfoliation of these paintings as
follows :

Peeled: sheets of paper have been fixed to the wooden boards by application or
injection of an about 15% solution of acrylic resin emulsion (Primer AC 34) diluted
with water. The treatment for preventing the exfoliation of paintings has been car-
ried out using a 2~4% aqueous solution of. P.V.A or a 10% solution of acrylic resin
in solvent.
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