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Résumé

Toshikatsu NAKASATO : Restoration of Lacquered Members of Golden Hall, Chiisonji
(1 " ‘

The Golden Hall of the Chiison-ji Temple at Hiraizumi, Iwate Prefecture was
built in 1124 by Fujiwara Kiyohira. The membhers of its Sanctum (mai-jin) are all
decorated with ikake-ji lacquer (dense allover scattering of gold filings on a lacquered
surface) and mother-of- pearl inlay, and are tvpical works of lacquer art in the
Heian Period.

The restoration were done at the atelier of our Laboratory between March 5,
1964 and June 1, 1967, spending three vears and three months.

Report on the restoration was published some vyears ago, but details about
the actual processes of the work were omitted in that report. I herein supplement
them based upon the informations I have at hand.

The principle of our restoration work was restorative conservation, that is, to
restore the missing parts to their origanal appearance in addition to preserving the
existing original parts as far as possible.

The members had undergone, probably during the 1900’s, temporary retouch-
ments with colcothar lacquer. This pigment was removed completely before we began
the work.

The repairs in general were carried out in the following order.

i) To coat line-engraved mother-of-pearl with strippable varnish (cellulose-

ype adhesive) in order to protect the surface.

ii) To reinforce the undcr coat by covering it with raw laquer diluted with
ligroin, subsequently wiping the remaining surface of ikake-ji and mother-of-pearl
1‘mmediateiy to remove the lacquer completely; to place acryl s'heets where necessary
for close adhesion, fasten with strings, insert wood pieces to tighten them, and cure

iiiy To apply supplementary pieces of mother-of-pearal with mugi-urushi
(paste of a compound of water-kneaded flour and raw lacquer}, and cure.

iv) To fill up the missing parts with rough and fine urushi-ji-no-ko (pottery
clay blended in laquer) and, after curing, smoothen the surface by polishing it with
whetstone and water.

v) To apply the under and intermediate coats with desiccated lacquer, and,
after curing, polish them with charcoal and water.

vi) To varnish the decorated parts with lacquer of the same quality as one
used for the intermediate coat, apply gold filings immediately, and cure.

vii) To cover the gold-particled parts with a thin coat of lacquer diluted in
camphor solution and, after curing, polish roughly with whetstone.

viii) To coat these areas with lacquer of the same quality as the intermediate

coat; after curing, polish them with whetstone and charcoal; polish them again with
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0il mixed with pottery clay powder; and finish off with suri-urushi (to wash thinly
with lacquer soaked in cotton mass and immediately wipe it off well).

Described above are the processes of general treatment. Aside from these,
different treatments were given to certain members according to their different con-
ditions. "

Dai-to (large wood blocks surmounting pillars, on which bracket compounds
rest) : Sheets of hemp skin were spread over cracked parts at right angles with the
latter. . The surfaces of these areas were then adjusted by applying urushi-ji no-
ko-fun. The entire surface was subsequently covered with mugi-urushi, over which
pieces of mother-of-pearl, previously cut out in desired shapes and pasted to Japanese
paper, were applied.

Hijiki (projecting “arms” in the bracket compounds) : Cracks had been filled,
at the earlier repair work, with kokuso (mixture of mugi-urushi, pulverized wood
and hemp fiber). At many spots the deteriorated filling had “floated”, so that it
was removed and replaced with new filling.

Kaerumata (ornamental paired curving props between two beams of different
levels) : There were two kaerumata consisting of separately prepared and subsequ-
ently joined parts. They were reinforced on their back sides with nuno-kise (pas-
ting hemp cloth to the surface with mugi-urushi).

Kashira-nuki (head beams): Nuno-kise had “floated” at some spots, which were
fixed with injection of mugi-urushi diluted with ligroin. Where kokuso filling the
cracks had “floated ”, it was removed and replaced. '

Mume (horizontal blanks at the upper and/or lower end of an opening, like
the lintel and threshold): Daitai-bori (shallow hollows engraved roughly in the
shapes of mother-of-pearl ornaments, in order to make the inlaid surface even with
the wood surface) were so deep at some spots that the inlay would sink if fixed with
ordinary mugi-usushi. The depth was lessened, before applying the mother-of-pearl,
by coating the interiors of these spots .with a mixture of mugi-usushi and good
amounts of pulverized wood and ji-no-keo. At some spots small pieces of wood were

inserted under the inlay to prevent it from sinking.
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