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Résumé

‘Toshikatsu NAKAZATO and Seiji HIGUCHI :

Preservative Treatment on a Cast Iron Lantern in the Garden of the T ckyo
National Museum

This iron standing lantern was cast in about the middle of the 18 th century.
‘Standing in the back garden of the Tokyo National Museum, it recently has rapidly
dilapidated due to rust. As one method of preservative treatment on such outdoor
iron objects, we experimented treatment with ‘epoxy resin. In our method, we
applied solventtype epoxy resin on the surface with a brush, allowing the resin to
jnfilirate into the interstices in the minute structure of the rust, and removed the
resin remaining on the surface as far as possible by means of solvent before the
resin hardened. Fine rust powder was subsequently scattered on the surface and
fixed, in order to remove the gloss of the resin. This treatment was repeated
several times to cover the entire surface with a coat of rust and resin, so that the
preservative purpose might be attained while avoiding change of the exterior
.appearance. The question still remaining is how long the treatment will last
effective. We shall keep eyes on the specimen to see whether this method is
‘plausible or not.
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