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Résumé
Toshikatsu NAKAZATO and Saburd TATSUTA :

Note on the Techniques of Tableaus with Polycolored Paihting of Sacred Fiqures
at the Rinnd-ji Temple, Nikkd, and Conservative Treatment on Them

This group of wood-panel paintings consist of ten panels altogether, namely six
of Nikkd Sansho Gongen, two of En-no-Gy&ja and Eight Attendant Youths, and
tow of the priest Shodd. Painted during the first halb 14 th century, they bear detailed
inscriptions decribing the circumstances relating to their donation to the Rinnd-ji.
‘They, thus, are valuable sources of information about the state of Shugendd order
Imthat thrived at Nikko at the time, and are registered by the Japanese. Goverment
as portant Cultural Properties.

The panels are in three different shapes: those framed and protecteds with covers
of hinged wooden boards, those flat and clamped with wood strips, and those with
their lower ends supported by stands to result in the shape of standing screens. In
wood-work techniques they are classifiable into two types: those in which the frames
serve also as clamps, and those whose frames are carved out of the boards. It is
interesting‘ to note that as many as 14 different kinds of iron fittings are used on
them.

The paintings are mostly done directly on the wooden base without any priming,
the coloring being relatively thin. They therefore have not suffered much from ex-

foliation of colors, but are badly tarnished, due mainly to smoke from light offered
to the sacred images. The coloring is executed in carbon ink and Pigments (red

lead, cinnabar, lime white, malachite, etc); gold ink and gold leaf are used effec-
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tively here and there,
As conservative treatment on them,

(1} They were fumigated with methybromide, and xylamon was infused into worm
eaten holes.

{2) 4% solution of PVA was brushed on the entire surface to prevent exfoliation.

(3) The rotten parts of the wood base were reinforced with infusion of acrylic resin.
Those parts which had rotten away were not supplemented with synthetic resin but
were filled in with pieces of similar wood cut out in their shapes.



