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Résumé

Toshikatsu NAKAZATO, Yoshimichi EMOTO and Saburd TATSUTA™
Scietitific. Study on the Cause ofF Stains on the Votive Tablet’ of Sﬁeyoshi Boat at
Kiyomizu-dera Temple, Kyvote, and Preservative Treatment on [t

The votive table showing a Sueyoshi boat, hung at the Oku-no-in of the Kiyo-
mizu-dera Temple in Kvote, is a painting on wooden panel dating from the 17 th
century. It is painted over a lime-white priming on wocd judged to be sugi (Cry-
ptomeria japonica). Stains on the painting are the worst on the two sails of the boat
at about the center of the panel. This part alone is coated with a priming of yellow
ocher, over which a rough malachite-green pigment is applied.

The brown staining substance is not removable with organic solvent but is soluble
in water. We covered the entire surface with soft Japanese paper and cotton soaked
with warm water. After leaving the panel under this condition for a few hours, we
cleaned the staining substance awaif with a small brush, and subsequently tireated
after dry with xylene solution of a liquid-type polymer of modificated acrylic ester.

In order to study the cause of the stains, we made tests on the extract by X-ray
analysis, infra-red absorption spectrometry and CHN analysis. We have come to an
irfteresting assumption that the mdjor part of the inorganic substance was calciun}
sulfate in’ the form of gypsum, and that the stains were caused by deterioration of
pigments resulting from deterioration of the sizing material applied all over the panel.

The study on this respect is still going on.



