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Analysis of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency
Response Measures in the “Prefectural Principles on
Preservation and Utilization of Cultural Properties”

NAKASHIMA Shiho™, GOTO Tomomi™ and WASHIZU Katsura ™

With the partial amendment of the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties in 2018,
the development of the Prefectural Principles on Preservation and Utilization of Cultural
Properties (hereafter, the Prefectural Principles) became an institutionalized option for
prefectural governments. The Agency for Cultural Affairs issued guidelines for their
development, naming five fundamental themes to be covered. One of them is specified as
“Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Response.”

What is outlined in the Prefectural Principles and how they are implemented are of prime
importance to disaster risk management for cultural heritages in Japan, as they provide
baselines for all cultural-property-related measures conducted within the prefecture. On this
ground, the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center, Japan, carried out a cross-
prefectural survey of the Prefectural Principles, focusing on articles among them related to
“Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Response.” This research categorized and analyzed
the articles within the Prefectural Principles by using the following four items that are highly
effective for disaster risk prevention. The four measures include: (1) preparation of measures
in each of the three phases of disaster risk management (i.e. mitigation and preparedness,
emergency response, and recovery and reconstruction); (2) establishment of cooperative
framework for daily and disaster situations; (3) formulation of manuals or other equivalent
documents that serve the purpose; and (4) utilization of cultural heritage information in disaster
risk management.

When considering preservation, inheritance, utilization, and disaster risk management of
cultural heritage, each prefectural government needs to ensure that the Prefectural Principles
are in line not only with its existing plans for cultural heritage, but also with plans of other
sections within the government. We hope this analysis will contribute to suitable update of
the Prefectural Principles, responding to the changes in social environments.

*Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center, Japan
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