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Interrelationships Between Cultural Property Disaster Prevention and Conservation Science:
The Establishment of the Restoration Techniques Section in the Tokyo National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

HAGA Ayae, CHIBA Tsuyoshi and TATEISHI Toru

In April 2021, the Restoration Technique Section was established in the Center for
Conservation Science of the Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties. The
section will work in collaboration with the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center
established in the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage Headquarters in October 2020.
The Restoration Technique Section aims to prepare for future disasters through investigation
of the history of disaster prevention for cultural properties in Japan. There are many
historical connections between conservation science and cultural property disaster prevention,
and they have developed while mutually influencing each other.

In this study, interrelationships between disaster prevention of cultural properties and
conservation science in Japan were examined. The roles and practical examples of
conservation science in disaster prevention of cultural properties were discussed. As a result
of this research, it was found that disaster prevention and conservation science for cultural
properties in Japan have had many reference points from the past to the present, influencing
each other.

Based on these, the current Restoration Techniques Section is conducting the following
three studies:

(1) Research on conservation and restoration methods for water-damaged cultural properties

(2) Research on the preservation environment of temporary storage facilities for damaged
cultural properties

(3) Research on the current situation of cultural property disaster drills at museums and
proposals for new emergency drills



