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1) /NESES, RIIY 20, JRHIER, BEHFA, BRGT, JEEE . Bl ERICBI 544
FH TNV AV Priobium cylindricum |2 & B BEERBNOWT, BAFEFE, 48, 207-213 (2009)

2) BRZH— LR R ES - [EE bW EARs (S0E) BETHREEE], WL
& (1963)

3) HARRBENZAN - [RERERML], H EEKE (1995)

F—7—F: N AT (death watch beetle) ; +FFH /30 A (Priobium cylindricum) ;
HEW%At (biodeterioration) ; S AYEEEY (historical buildings)
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Survey of Records of Restoration in Relation with
Damage by Wood-boring Insects
at Rinnohji Temple in Nikko

Masahiko HARADA ™, Rika KIGAWA, Yukio KOMINE **
Yoshihisa FUJIT*?, Yuko FUJIWARA ** and Wataru KAWANOBE

A very rare anobiid species in Japan, Priobium cylindricum, was found by chance in the
restoration work of the Sambutsu-do of Rinnohji temple in 2008. The insect caused very severe
damage in hard (heart) wood. The inside of beams, pillars and smaller wooden pieces was
extensively damaged to a powdery state. However, damage was not clear by observation from the
outside of the structure, especially when seen from the red painted thick layer of urushsz.

Such damage was more obvious in the recycled older wooden pieces, which suggested a
possibility of the survival of the insects in the recycled wood. Records of previous restoration
were examined, especially with photos of the restoration made from 1954 to 1961. Extensive
damage was seen at the restoration at that time. The damage seen in the records and photos
seemed to have characteristics similar to the recent damage by Priobium cylindricum. From
the comparison of the characteristics of damage, it was suggested that Priobium cylindricum
might have been involved in the similar damage to the building at the time of restoration several
decades ago.

* Nikko Cultural Assets Association for the Preservation of Shrines and Temples
*2 Japan Institute for Insect Damage to Cultural Properties *3 Kyoto University



