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Prevalence of Information about Alternative
Countermeasures for Methyl Bromide Gas Fumigation
against Biodeterioration in Japan

Chie SANO and Rika KIGAWA

We have provided some training courses on conservation of cultural properties to workers in
museums from 1984. This report includes the results of questionnaire given to trainees every year from
1993 about countermeasures for biodeterioration in their museums.

When the questionnaire was first given, responses showed that most of the trainees knew about
the toxicity of methyl bromide well but did not understand that methyl bromide may attack the ozone
layer and that it would be banned. After the government announcement of the extermination of methyl
bromide in 1999, the trainees began to depend not so much on gas fumigation and to choose less-

chemical methods for regulating pests.



