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Questionaire on Provision against Biodeterioration
in Museums of Japan, 2005

Chie SANO and Rika KIGAWA

This report gives the results of questionnaire conducted in December 2005 in order to study a
trend in alternative methods for methyl bromide fumigation. Responses from 543 museums and other
institutions (rate of return: 68%) are divided into two groups: one already trained in countermeasures
for biodeterioration, especially in integrated pest management, and the other not trained.

It was found that 43% of the museums to whose staff training had been given had conservators who
were in charge of biological damage of museum collections and 16% of the museums to whose staff no
training had been given also did. In the former they chose many alternative methods to protect museum

collections, but in the latter they tended to depend on alternative gas fumigation.



