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Annual Report on the Inspection of Museum Environment
in 2000

Takeshi ISHIZAKI, Chie SANO and Sadatoshi MIURA

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, in collaboration with the
Agency for Cultural Affairs (Bunkacho) advises museums on how they should design their facilities to
provide adequate environment for the exhibition of nationally designated cultural objects. This report
shows the results of inspection in 2000.

The number of advice given was 876 in 2000. Results of inspections were reported to 30
museums in 2000 for their exhibitions. Recently, some museums exhibit big historical wheel float
(hikiyama ) or wheel boats (hikifune) which used to be stored in storage rooms with earthen walls
(yamagura). Since environmental conditions such as humidity and temperature are different between
the museumn and the storage room, it is necessary to evaluate the physical deformation and establish
appropriate measures to prevent physical damage to cultural objects. We are now carrying out
measurements of environmental conditions and studying their physical effects on cultural properties at

several sites.



