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Change in the Dominant Blue Pigments Used for Votive
Tablets of the Late Edo Period: A Case Study on Kuyo-
Egaku in the Central Iwate Prefecture, Northeast Japan

Nobuaki KUCHITSU and Noriko SHIMOMURA *

Kuyo-Egaku is a kind of tablet offered at temples in memory service of dead persons
especially seen in the central Iwate Prefecture. It was produced from the late Edo Period (1845) till the
beginning of the Showa Period (1930), and the age of production is often written on the tablets. In this
study, the dominant blue pigments of 76 Kuyo-Egaku tablets were surveyed by reflectance
spectroscopy. As a result, Prussian blue and indigo are estimated to be dominant on the tablets before
1863, while ultramarine blue are dominant after 1864. In Japan, Prussian blue and indigo were common
blue pigments before the foundation of modern Japan in the late Edo Period (around 1858).
Ultramarine blue, on the contrary, is considered to be an imported pigment because no documents are
known on the production of ultramarine blue before the Meiji Period (after 1868). Accordingly, the

}‘ change in the dominant blue pigments for Kuyo-Egaku revealed in this study may reflect the diffusion
\
|

of imported pigment through the founding of modern Japan.

* Hakodate City Museum



