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Climate of a Small Shrine for the Sculpture of Ganjin at
Toshodai-ji Temple

Sadatoshi MIURA

The scupliure of Ganjin, made of urushi in the 8th century, is a famous national freasure. As
Ganjin is not only the founder of Toshodai-ji temple but also a very important Chinese priest in the 8th
century for Buddhism, the sculpture is kept exclusively within a smali shrine at "Miei-do", a special hall
for the sculpture. Temperature and relative humidity in the small shrine were measured by a data logger
with a one-hour imterval to monitor the climate. The results showed that humidity was kept at almost
60 to 70%RH throughout a year, while temperature changed according to the outside temperature. This
stable climate may be the reason for the good condition of the sculpture.



