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Restoration of Metal Findings from Musashi Sakitama
Inariyama Tumulus 1

— Silver-Decorated Horse Harness —

OHMORI Nobuhiro, HAKAYAMA Yasuhiro, MIURA Sadatoshi,
and AOKI Shigeo

A horse harness was excavated 30 vears ago and first restored 10 years later. The present
restoration was begun 20 years after the first restoration on and has been continued for 4 years.
The existence of silver decorations among layers of iron rust had been known, and silver deco-
ration of the horse harness was exposed in the process of this restoration. The authors did an
X-ray examination to seek the possibility of exposing the silver safely. All silver decorations of
the harness have been exposed. Analysis by X-ray fluorescence spectrometer (XRF) has shown
that the thickness of the silver is 6~10zm and that amulgum method was used for alloying
gold on the surface of copper.



