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Controlling Vegetation Growth on the Usuki-Magaibutsu
(cliff sculpture)

KAWANOBE Wataru, KUCHITSU Nobuaki and HAYAKAWA Noriko

In order to control Vegetations growth on Usuki Stone Buddhas, a UV light source having a
power of some mW/cm? and wave length of 260nm as a mean value was used experimentally.
The effectiveness of the treatment was confirmed after 6 months. The binding media, methyl-
celllose, may have deteriorated, very little influence was observed on the pigments, 1. €.
hematite, yellow ocher, kaoline and Chinese ink. Compared with physical meanness usually
taken, UV radiation treatment cists less and dose not require so much time.

Although a more precise experiment is required to establish a practical measure, UV radia-
tion Treatment Showed a good result in controlling vegetation growth.



