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Conservation Work for the Exhibition of Wall Paintings in the Golden
Hall of Horyuji Temple at the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum

Chie SANO, Sadatoshi MIURA and Rika KIGAWA

The Golden Hall of Horyu-ji temple was burnt down in January 26th, 1954. The
wall paintings of the Golden Hall were reproduced in 1965 by many painters who were
very famous at that time. We were asked by Horyu-ji temple to make researches on
environment during the exhibition and to recommend neccessary countermeasures for
conservation. Temperature and relative humidity were measured by data loggers
before, during and after the exhibition held from August 24 to November 28. Suscep-
tible damage by mold was examined after the exhibition.

The paintings were acclimated in the storage of the museum to a normal envi-
ronment for the exhibition. Relative humidity was gradually reduced from 70 percent
to 60 percent in about 40 days before the exhibition. During the exhibition, environ-
mental factors were almost regulated very well. Spores of mold were not found on
the surface and panel of the paintings after the exhibition. As a result, the produced
wall paintings were supposed not to suffer damages during the special exhibition.



