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On the Inspection of an Environment of a Newly Constructed
Museum by the Institute

Sadatoshi MIURA, Chie SANO and Rikuo ISHIKAWA

The Tokyo National Research Institute of Cultural Properties Inspects a newly
constructed museum before its opening to see whether the museum has an adequate
environment for exhibition of nationally designated cultural objects. Following points
are checked in the inspection.

1. Climate

Temperature and humidity should be controlled to a reasonable level and to meet
variance for an object. Air flow from,to an airconditioner should be very slow
near an object.

2. Lighting

A source which does not emit UV light should be used for lighting. The lighting
level should be under the standard.
3. Air Pollution

If a material which may release organic pollutants such.as formaldehyde is used
for an exhibition case, the case should be ventilated before exhibition until there is
no smell. The environment of a museum is examined usually every month before its
opening by the alkalinity method to check whether the building has been dried encugh
for the exhibition of important objects. If the environment does not improve in spite of
all efforts, the building may have a defect in construction, such as a leakage of water.



