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Emissiography of a Votive Tablet

Sadatoshi MIURA and Nobuyuki KAMBA

Radiography by secondary electron emission (*emissiography ) was used for the

study of a votive tablet of the late nineteenth century. Pigments used on the tablet

were guessed from the emissiogram and reflectogram. The assumption was examined

by X-ray fluorescence and X-ray diffraction analyses. Following pigments were

detected by X-ray analyses :

1.

2.
3.
4

[#3]

white :
red :
blue :
green :

black :

oyster shell white, silver white

vermilion

ultramarine, an organic pigment (indigo?)
pigment consisting of copper (not malachite)
sumi (Chinese ink)

with a pigment consisting of lead (silver white)

It is concluded that emissiography is a very useful method in guessing the pigments

used on an object when a chemical analysis is not allowed, if we know that kinds of

pigments are not so diversified.



