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The Principle for the Restoration of Cultural Properties

Tomoyva SUZUKI

In order to discuss the principle for restoration, the author presents his personal
opinion even though the idea has not yet been fully delved into.

Cultural objects in Japan as well as in foreign countries have been conserved until
the present day by repeatedly restoring their damaged and deteriorated parts. Because
restoration affects them through direct intervention, appropriate method of restoration
is very important,

In Japan, the basic principle for restoration and the criterion for its method are
not yet clearly established. It is a fact that such principle and criterion are considered
only when a problem arises, and the restoration treatment is usually decided by the
experience that the restorer has.

In the author’s opinion, when considering the best way of restoring cultural
objects, two basic points must be taken into account. That is, are the objects for
religious purposes, study or appreciation? Should the objects be preserved in their
present condition, restored to their original state, or simply cleaned? The author
recommends that a restorer adopts the most appropriate method by taking into consi-

deration both the type of object and degree of restoration required.



