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Reattaching Color Layers on a Wooden Wall and

Documenting the Distribution of Damages

Katsuhiko MASUDA and Seiji HIGUCHI

Fixing and reattaching treatment was done for the mural painting on a wooden
wall (apr. 5x 6m) inside the main hall of Hasedera Temple, Sakurai city, Nara
Prefecture, after investigation followed by some test treatments on the color layer.

The color layer is severely detached, fragile but not much curled. On account of
big dimension of the wall, limited period for treatment and severe condition of envi-
ronment, injection of concentrated Paraloid B 72 solution was positively employed
because of its strong and stable adhesiveness between color layer and wooden support.
Fixing the color layer and Urushi foundation layer was also expected.

The treatment started by spraying water, and thin Japanese paper was applied
with a damped brush to protect and hold the color. A 15—20% solution of Paraloid
B 72 in P—xylene was injected to the underneath of the color layer by piercing the
needle of injector through the paper and the color layer. The injected portion was
then pressed down by paper tampon which mas made wet by the mixture of acetone
and diacetone alcohol. The paper was removed by brushing with the mixture.

In order to observe distribution of damages on the wall painting, 100 shots each
of raking light photos and flat light photos were necessary to cover the wall, because
there was not long distance in front of the wall. The photos were synthesized. Threads
sectioning the wall was helpful to synthesize photos. The damages were traced on
transparent films from the photos. Three drawings on the films were used (picture,
missing parts, detached parts) for making seven kinds of copies by single or combina-

tion of films.



