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Study on Ancient Urushi-Shitaji

Toshikatsu NAKASATO

Urushi-shitaji is a ground for painting urushi made by mixing clay or earth with
water and further mixing about an equal amount of raw urushi.

This paper reports on the result of researches made on wrushi-shitaji from the
Jomon Period to the Kamakura period. In addition, research was also made on
Chinese urushi-shitaji.

In the Jomon Period something similar to wurushi-shitaji was used on objects made
by weaving bamboo, but this method was no longer used in the Yayoi Period.

The method of wrushi-shitaji was brought into the country with the coming of
Buddhism to Japan. A study of wurushi-shitaji seen on coffins and wurushi kawa-bako
(boxes made of untanned leather) coated with urushi of the 7th and 8th centuries
show that a special kind of wrushi-shitaji, not known today, was used. This wurushi-
shitaji is dark-brown, semi-transparent and hard.

Twelfth century wurushi-shitaji is represented by Konjiki-do of Chisonji Temple.
Urushi-shitaji of this period uses earth but not clay., Urushi-shitaji using sumi-
colored earth is found only among ikakeji-raden objects of the twelfth century.

Thirteenth century Chinese urushi-shitaji is quite different from Japanese one and
in general contains small white particles in dark-gray unsmooth layers. An attempt to
produce similar wrushi-shitaji in accordance with documents of the Ming Dynasty
showed that there is a great possibility that ashes of deer antlers and wurushi were

used.
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