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On Stemonitis fusca Roth, (Myxomycetes) in a Wooden Building

——The Main Building of the Kitasato Institute

Transferred to the Museum Meiji-Mura——

Hideo ARAI

The Main Building of the Kitasato Institute was Japan’s first private medical
research institution established in 1915 in Tokyo. The building was donated recently
to the open-air Museum Meiji-Mura in Aichi Prefecture. Transfer of the building
started in September 1979 and was finished on October 30, 1980. In three months after
the reconstruction in Meiji-Mura, gregarious growth of a fungus-like organism began
to be recognized on the members of its roof truss. The present article reports on the
species, general properties, causes of growth, and means of extermination and preven-
tion of breeding of the organism.

The fungus-like organism formed colonies on the timbers,brown in color, 2~3cm.
in length and 5~6 cm. in diameter. After detailed morphological researches, the author
identified this organism as Stemonitis fusca Roth belonging to the Myxomycetes.

According to the schedule of removing and reconstructing the building, its knocked-
down members were kept on the spot covered with tarpaulin sheet between May and
August, 1980. This term included the rainy season peculiar to Japan. It is believed
that the members taken to pieces absorbed moisture thoroughly during this period,
causing growth of microorganisms (bacteria, yeasts, fungi, etc.) on their surface.

Stemonitis fusca Roth apparently ingested the living cells and multiplied greatly under
the sheet.

In general, Myxomycetes grow in humid environment, ingesting living cells and
rotten wood particles. They therefore can be exterminated and prevented by checking

leakage of water and keeping the timbers dry to control living cells. Myxomycetes
don’t deteriorate the wood themselves.



