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Application of the Leaf Casting Machine to the Repair of Japanese paper
Katsuhiko MASUDA

Japanese traditional way of repairing worm-eaten spots or breaks in ancient
manuscripts consists in padding the spots one by one with separate pieces of paper.
The procedure requires a great deal of labour and time, In 1958 Julia P. Niuksha
in USSR proposed a new method which utilizes a flowing pulp solution as padding
medium. This method, developed especially in Bulgaria and Israel, was finally put to
practical use as a ''Leaf Casting Machine”. The aim of the present study is to make
this machine applicable to Japanese paper which, unlike the ordinary woodpulp,

consists of long fibres. Technical problems involved in improving the machine are

described.



