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Résumé

Kyotars NISHIKAWA :

Introduction to the Study of Techniques for The Restoration of.Sculptures
—Traditional Arts and Scientific Techniques—

The restoration of ancient and medieval art objects was formally started in 1897
when the Japanese government made a law designed to give systematic protection to
cultural properties. The repair of sculptures in particular was started in 1898 by
a group_composed of young sculptors and lacquerartists, metal workers, Buddhist scul-
ptors, skilled in the traditional arts of the Edo period. They learned the traditional
arts by which the ancient and medieval Buddhist images had been originally made
while actually attempting to repair them. The group was called “BIJUTSU-IN
(Laboratory for Repairing of National Treasures)”. Even Now 77 years later the
laboratory is located on the premises of the Kydto National Museum. All the master-
pieces of Japanese sculpture registered as National Treasures or Important cultural
properties by the Japanese government agency for cultural affairs are treated in the
laboratory. Sculptures registered as local cultural properties by the agencies of in-
.dividual prefectures are also restored there. We can say that the technique of resto-
ration being carried out in the laboratory is the most legitimate and the most excel-
lent in Japan. Restoration is being carried out in the laboratory by using traditional
materials (such as Japanese lacquer, seaweed and animal glue) and traditional techni-
«ques. However, in the case in which damages are too severe to repair with the
traditional materials and techniques (Such as, when wood is eaten by insects and
.changed into a spongy structure), synthetic resins are being used with satisfactory
results. Experiments and instructions for the application of these synthetic resins for
restoration treatment are now being conducted by the special scientists of the institute
to which the present author belongs.

Leaving details of the traditional technique for the restoration of sculptures for
ancther paper, the author describes in the present paper the examples of the appli-
cation of now materials (and scientific techniques) that were imported from Europe
and America for repairing sculptures around the end of the 19th century to the
‘begining of the 20th century when the restoration of sculptures was first started.
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For example, the use of plaster, bolts, nuts, wood screws and copper nails manu-
factured mechanically is described. Various aspects of scientific insecticides and syn-

thetic resins which are even now being used are also discribed.



