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Résumé

Toshikatsu NAKASATO : Present state of Screen and Panel Paintings in Kyoto

The author reports in this paper on the present state of Screen and panel
paintings in Kyoto and the technique used for painting. The investigation was in
1971, 1972 and 1973.

i) In Tenkyl-in tnmple

The exfoliation prevention treatment was done in 1952 and 1972, The sliding
screen paintings are now Kkept in satisfactory condition, showing no exfoliation.’
However, in the wooden panel paintings, some Chalk-painted peony flowers show marked
separation at the areas with coarse wood grains and some ink paintings show whitening,

il) In Nijo-io castle

The condition for conserving the paintings are not good in general. There are
also some problems concerning the conservation treatment already done. Although the
treatment seems to have been done elaborately, there are some places where chalk
layers are lustrous due presumably to the synthetic resin used for the treatment and
the appearance of some parts of chalk-raised areas suggest that there may have been
migration of pigment layers at the time of the treatment. The Wooden panel paintings
exhibit in part spolling by the size made of glue and alum, and especially the surfaers
are covered with layers of black ish brown stains as if they were burned.

iii) In Chishaku-in temple _

The paintings do not generally show significant exfoliation, although some exfoli-
ated area are seen on the trunks of trees painted with yellow ochre-type pigments.
It is seen that the chalk-painted peony flowers are partly exfoliated in layers and, in
some malachite-painted areas, the substrate paper is conspicuously broken. Some
virmilion-painted areas show a network like cracks. Synthetic resin films are turning
up in some chalk-raised parts.

As for the painting techniques, no gold foil is found under small areas such as
cherry blossoms but deposits of gold foils are seen under some pretty large areas
painted with ultramarine. IV}; leaves are stuck on the “ painting of an old pine”.

iv) In Nanzen-ji temple v

All the sliding screen paintings have thin pigment layers and are generally in
good condition. Damage of pigment layers, which is caused by abrasion rather than
hy exfoliation, is found. On a part of the “ painting of a tiger ” only the chalk-painted
areas show some separation.

v) Nishihongan-ji temple

Jodan-no-ma Room of the reception hall, the paintings are subjected to very
severe damage, showing exfoliation in many parts. At present, network like cracks
are seen in chalk and virmilion areas, and gold foils underlying the chalk layers are
party separated. There are some pigment layers in danger due to the peeling off
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of the paper substrate itself.

Wooden panel paintings show various states of damage, such as one showing
spoiling by the size all over its surface. Chalk-painted areas show marked exfoliation
on wood grains and considerable exfoliation is seen at the surface layer of the mala-
chite-painted areas. In one of the panel paintings facing outdoors, the panel surface
itself has been subjected to weathering, but only the malachite-painted parts are not
weathered. They show some separation.

vi) In Daikaku-ji temple

At the temple, the exfoliation treatment for the paintings was done in 1949,
Up to this date, no conspicuons change in them has been noted in general. However,
in the chalk-raised areas of peony flowers, there are many parts where substrate
paper is exposed, which tells us that the paintings might have shown considerable
- exfoliation before treatment. In the “painting of willows and pines 7 the black
wings of the cranes show severe exfoliation in parts and on the chalk-raised areas it
appears that the resin film used for the treatment is separating. The wooden panel
paintings, though showing some exfoliation, are well conserved at the present time.

vii) In Ydgen-in temple

The “painting of an elephant” on the screen on the east side of the main hall
shows the spoiling by the size staining the chalk layers and a part of the pigment
layers. The wave design and other pigments on wood grains are considered to be
stabilized at the present time, although showing some exfoliation. The * painting of
pines ” gives us no problem. The paintings in the botan-no-ma (peony room) show
some exfoliation in the chalk layer and other pigment because they are untreated.



