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Conservation of Construction Techniqgues for Brick Buildings
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Abstract

This article introduces the conservation of construction techniques for brick buildings. At
present (as of February 23, 2017), 199 brick buildings are designated as national treasures
and important cultural properties. Restoration of such cultural heritage was started in the
1960s, and changing ideas of preservation methods have been shown on how brick buildings
should be conserved and restored.

In recent conservation and/or restoration work, the number of cases where deterioration
and damasges that were subject to replacement or brick re-laying are conserved as they are
with minimum necessary restoration so as to conserve the techniqgues of bricklaying artisans
has been increasing. Since the period where brick buildings were constructed in Japan is
only less than 100 years, the techniques of the day have not been handed down sufficiently.
Therefore, the conservation of such buildings as they are with minimum necessary restoration
will result in conserving the construction techniques of that time.

(Shinya ISHIDA, Center for Conservation Science)
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Photo 1: Restoration of cracked walls of the Photo 2: Brick walls of the former
Chateau Kamiya Former Winery to be re- Nomura Sugar Store Brick Warehouse
installed (Source: Report of the restoration and after the restoration and conservation
conservation work (disaster recovery) for the (Note: To highlight the misaligned walls,
Chateau Kamiya Former Winery as an important the color is specially processed.)
cultural property)
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