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The Conservation of Wooden Built Heritage: An International Perspective
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Wooden heritage buildings in Japan are
repaired according to a uniform, well-established
methodology: sound members are reused, while
decayed members are repaired employing traditional
carpentry techniques; deformations are corrected
and the original structural behavior of the building
is recovered. When necessary to carry out the
repairs, buildings are partially or completely
dismantled and reassembled.

However, a wide variety of repair methodologies
are applied in other countries. Deformations are "~ e
often considered as a feature that forms part 1’5%397'(,1&““‘“553“@@% (EIZF),

. L Repair with traditional carpentry techniques
of the cultural significance of the building, and (Japan)
maintained rather than corrected, as in the case
of Brygsgen, in the Norwegian city of Bergen. In other cases,
priority is given to conserving as much as possible of the
original material, including even decayed members. Modern
technigues and materials are then employed to maximize
the retention of material. On the other hand, there are also
examples where repair methodologies similar to the Japanese
approach have been applied in other countries. The Church
of the Transfiguration in Kizhi Island was stabilized by a steel
reinforcement structure introduced inside the building in the
1980s. However, the invasive reinforcement made access to
the church impossible. After examining several alternatives,
the repair methodology that was finally adopted included
dismantling each level of the church one by one starting
from the bottom, and reassembling them after correcting all
deformations. oyt -

This diversity of approaches to the repair of wooden built r\*)le-*y(Da,, (JIyz—)
heritage stems from variations in construction technology, Townscape of Bergen (Norway)
environmental conditions, and perception of
cultural heritage values in different regions. Thus,
practices accepted as standard in one country
may not be directly applicable to another. When
carrying out international cooperation projects
for the conservation of wooden built heritage,
it is especially important to conduct thorough
research and surveys in order to devise the most
suitable conservation strategy according to the
characteristics of each country.

(Alejandro MARTINEZ, Japan Center for
International Cooperation in Conservation) Y8 - ZBOHESOEE (OY7)
Repair of the Church of the Transfiguration,
Kizhi (Russia)
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