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A snowfall in Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes
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Digest
The Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties has conducted the
cooperation research project for conservation of the Dunhuang mural paintings with the
Dunhuang Academy in China for 25 years since 1990. At the end of the project, | visited
Dunhuang as the last responsible person on the Japanese side. During my stay there, |
recalled my involvement with the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes. Over a long period of time,
people have deeply understood the immense value of the Dunhuang mural paintings. And it
is true that our Institute has significantly contributed to the huge effort that the Dunhuang
Academy has devoted to the protection of these mural paintings. Regrettably, however, we
have to finish the project, leaving many
tasks still undone. There are no goals
for researchers of cultural properties.
We have such a long way to go. As an
expert in the conservation of cultural
heritage, | regard it as a matter of pride
to always keep such a premise in mind.
(Ken OKADA, Center for Conservation
Science)
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A snow scene of the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes
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