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Intangible Cultural Heritage Rescue and Disaster Preparedness
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Although work was undertaken to rescue cultural properties following the Great East Japan
Earthquake of 2011, these rescue efforts did not extend to intangible cultural heritage. However,
following the Earthquake there were appeals in many districts for support for the revitalization
of intangible cultural heritage that had been affected by the Earthguake. Intangible cultural
heritage rescue can be implemented in the form of the long-term, ongoing support required for
the revitalization of intangible cultural heritage, for example through assistance with the making
of replacements for equipment that has been lost, or help with arranging practice facilities,
performance venues, etc.

So how should we approach the concept of intangible cultural heritage disaster preparedness?
Firstly, there is the need to have accurate information as to where intangible cultural heritage
is located. Secondly, the photographs, video footage, etc. required to help revive intangible
cultural heritage when it has been affected by a natural disaster need to be properly recorded and
preserved. Having these records available can be an effective strategy not only for dealing with the
effects of earthquakes, tsunamis, etc., but also for dealing with the risks posed by depopulation of
rural areas and the aging of the population, etc.

The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage is using the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Information Network to collect and make available to the public information about the intangible
cultural heritage affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake, and using the Intangible Cultural
Heritage Archives to collect and make available to the public relevant photographic images and
video footage. These projects are now being expanded to eventually cover the whole of Japan.
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“Revive! The Lion Dance Performance,” an shishi furi performance R g
held in Onagawa-cho using newly-made lion-head costumes following o e P g
the provision of support from external agencies to help revive the R a3
shishi furi tradition. b
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The Intangible Cultural Heritage Information Network website was
established to collect and disseminate information relating to intangible
cultural heritage in the regions affected by the Great East Japan
Earthquake of 2011. There are plans to expand the scope of the Network’s
coverage to include the whole of Japan in the future.
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