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The History of the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo—The
Opening of the New Building, and the Transformation to Independent Administrative
Institution (IAl) Status
Moving into the New Building, Collation of Modern Art Related Materials, and
Renovation of the Kuroda Memorial Hall
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Construction of the building in which the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo is currently located was finished in January 2000. At that time, the Department of
Fine Arts and Department of Archives were located within the Kuroda Memorial Hall (main
building), while the Department of Performing Arts, Department of Conservation Science,
Department of Restoration Techniques and Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation were located within an annex of the Tokyo National Museum (TNM). The
construction of the new building made it possible for all of the Institute’ s constituent units to
be located within the same premises. A ceremony to mark the opening of the new building was
held on May 11, 2000 in the Seminar Room in the building’ s basement level.

Another significant change that took place at around the same time as the opening of the
new building was the merger on April 1, 2001 of the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo and the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, to form
the Independent Administrative Institution—National Research Institute for Cultural Properties.

The successful completion of the relocation into the new building and of the transformation
to Independent Administrative Institution (IAl) status within such a short space of time was
cause for a genuine sense of achievement on the part of all concerned.

| was inspired to note down this record of these events as, at the time, | was serving as
head of the Modern/Contemporary Japanese Art Section (following the transformation to
|Al status, this section was renamed the Modern/Contemporary Art Section), and also as a
Researcher in the Department of Fine Arts.

(TANAKA Atsushi, Deputy Director General)
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